FRIENDS OF
DUNORLAN PARK

SUMMER 2021
NEWSLETTER

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Notice is given that the Annual General Meeting of the Friends of Dunorlan Park (registered
charity 1063715/0) will be held on

Tuesday July 27th at 6.30pm in Dunorlan Park Café
Any nominations for the Committee, proposed and seconded, should be with the
Chairman by Tuesday July 20th
Reports & Accounts will be available, along with the relevant documents including
Minutes of previous AGMs, for viewing at the meeting or, before the meeting
on request from the Hon Secretary
AGMs are an important part of the constitution of a charity so we do hope you will
be able to come along. There will be refreshments!

A FEW WORDS FROM OUR CHAIRMAN PETER
It certainly doesn’t feel like summer at the time of writing,
but let’s hope it does by the time you receive this
newsletter.
If all goes according to plan, we may finally be able to meet
up without restrictions from 21st June. It’s been a long and
difficult period and I hope we will all be able to start meeting
again and enjoying events in the park once more. Our
forthcoming events are listed elsewhere in the newsletter and on our website. I’ll just
note that we propose to start with a bang on the weekend of 17th - 18th July with the Moth
Identification in the Café on the morning of the 17th and Tree Walk in the afternoon. This
is followed by the Summer Picnic on Sunday 18th. I hope to see as many of our members
as possible at some or all of these events.
We are planning to hold our delayed AGM at 6.30pm on Tuesday 27th July in the Café. As
well as going through the formalities of the AGM, this will allow us to consider future
projects which the Friends may fund.
The Café is now open for you to eat and drink both inside and out. Ian and his team are
to be congratulated for keeping everything going when we could only meet outside, and
so are all his customers for embracing outside café culture in the depths of winter even if not embracing each other!
We are delighted that the new drinking water facility is now in operation near the
Friends’ noticeboard. This was very generously donated by one of our members with
top up funding from parkrun whose members will, no doubt, make good use of it when
parkrun resumes.
I hope to see you soon.
Peter Russell, Chairman, Friends of Dunorlan Park

****** THE FRIENDS’ PROVISIONAL EVENTS PROGRAMME 2021 - SO FAR ******
AS THIS ISSUE GOES TO PRINT, IT’S POSSIBLE THAT NOT ALL EVENTS PLANNED WILL BE
ABLE TO TAKE PLACE. HOWEVER, IN THE HOPE THAT MOST WILL, THESE ARE SOME WE
HOPE WILL BE ABLE TO HAPPEN OVER THE COMING MONTHS…..

IAN BEAVIS’S MOTH IDENTIFICATION - SATURDAY JULY 17th
To be held in the café at 10.30am
Ian will trap moths the previous evening, identify them on the day and
then safely release them unharmed

DAVID’S TREE WALK - SATURDAY JULY 17th
Meet at the café at 2pm
Tree Warden David Carey will lead a walk to identify some
major trees in the park

SUMMER PICNIC - SUNDAY JULY 18th
From 12.30pm by the cedar trees opposite Pembury Road car park
Our first chance to reconvene. Bring your own picnic and the Friends
will provide the drink!

BAT WALKS - THURSDAYS JULY 29th AND AUGUST 19th
Meet by the café at 8.30pm and 7.30pm respectively
David Scully will lead the two events
July 29th will be for Friends’ Members only

KEITH’S FUNGAL FORAY - SATURDAY OCTOBER 30th
Expert Keith Palmer will lead and advise on edibility
of the items found. Time to be confirmed

MORE INFORMATION WILL BE SENT OUT VIA THE FRIENDS’ WEBSITE, ON THE
FACEBOOK PAGE AND TWITTER WHEN/IF THE END OF LOCKDOWN IS CONFIRMED
Any enquiries to Friends’ Chairman Peter Russell
dunorlanfriends@gmail.com or 01892 531830

**********************************************************************************
****************************************************************************

MORE BENCH MEMORIES
Donated by Mrs J. Mailer and R.W.Mailer
May 2009
‘Alison Jane Mailer 1969 - 2009 in loving
memory’

Donated by Rosemary Cunningham
on 4th April 2019
‘Dearly loved husband, Dad &
Grandad
Forever missed’

Donated by Patricia Jacobs in March
2006 in memory of her husband Jake
‘In Memory of Jake 1918 - 2006’

Donated by Mrs K.J.Clarke in
February 2006 in memory of her
husband James
‘James Clarke remembering a loving
husband and father’

In memory of Reg Woods (Grandad) &
Terry Holden & Dudley & Richard Holden

For Bess 1992 - 2006

A BOOST FOR ALL BENCHES
Caroline Auckland (pictured) recently became a Friend of Dunorlan Park
and is President of the Tunbridge Wells and District Soroptimists. She is
passionate about benches around our town and, with her Soroptimist
friends, made a presentation to The Forum and TWBC saying: “The
bench is such an important symbol as we emerge out of this pandemic.
It is a bridge of social distance where two people can be together but
safely apart. We share the same space. The bench is an invisible hug,
mostly made of wood from a tree so grounds us in our environment”.
There are fewer public benches in Tunbridge Wells today than in 2010.
The Soroptimists are asking for help to preserve these much loved and
needed assets. You can contact the Soroptimists to tell them where
more benches are needed, or where damaged benches appear, by emailing
situnbridgewells@yahoo.co.uk Caroline said that benches in parks were excluded from the
presentation as “They are looked after so effectively by the Friends and fantastic Park Teams”.

The In Bloom Photo Competition this year is titled ‘Buzzing Blooms’ and TWBC are asking
for photos of pollinating insects such as bees, butterflies and moths, captured on a flower.
Pictures must be taken between April and September 2021.
The competition is open to everyone and will be judged in two categories:
Children up to age 18 and Adults from 18 upwards.
Send your pics to BloomPhoto@tunbridgewells.gov.uk - the deadline is September 15th.
The best images will be displayed in town in the winter.
Open Gardens with Hospice in the Weald will be on Sunday June 13th with nine gardens
participating - 5 Dukes Drive; 9 & 18 Royal Chase; 10 Birch Close; Ivy Chimneys, Mount Sion;
Cumberland Gardens; Halliwell Care Home, Kingswood Road; Willicombe Park and
Town Flowers, Bayham Road.
Tickets are £5 and allows entry to all gardens taking part.
Visit www.royaltunbridgewellsinbloom.org.uk for more details.
The Royal Tunbridge Wells In Bloom Competition’s judging will take place in July.

DID YOU KNOW - ABOUT BEES…..

They contribute an estimated £400 million to the economy

About a third of the food we eat depends on being pollinated

They have four wings - the two wings each side hook together to
form bigger wings when flying and unhook when the bee is not flying

On May 20th 1734, beekeeping pioneer Anton Jansa was born. The
day was adopted to acknowledge the role of bees and other pollinators in
our ecosystem

Worker bees - whose main responsibility is gathering pollen - live
for five to six weeks during the busy summer, their heavy workload often taking its toll
 The queen bee leaves the hive to mate with as many as 20 ‘drones’. When she returns to lay
eggs, she will rarely leave and will lay between 1,000 and 2,000 eggs a day. She usually lives
for two to five years
What do you call a bee which falls down a hill?
A stumble bee
What do bees do when a friend moves into new hive?
They throw him a house-swarming party
I went to the beekeepers to buy some bees. They all had price tags except
one. It was a freebie!
(Editor’s note - Sorry, I’ll get my coat!)

MEET BEELINDA!
This lovely sculpture, by wildlife sculptor Steve
Portchmouth, is created out of metal and timber. He
also created the Beaver which was installed at
Grosvenor & Hilbert Park about two years ago. The old
Dragonfly in Barnett’s Wood is his creation too.
Beelinda is at the bottom of the steps leading up to the
terrace, keeping an eye on the surroundings!
Steve says: “My workshop produces wood, iron and
combination sculptures varying in size from small
hand-sized pieces up to 15 metre-long dragons!
They’re installed in parks and public places, sites of
special natural interest, schools and domestic homes.
Public sculpture always tells a story which is invariably more important than the work itself.
This piece is a celebration of collective community effort in the face of a great disaster. A
disaster horrible to witness and made worse knowing our own avarice is responsible for it.
The sculpture, commissioned by Cally Fidimore, is made using seasoned oak and hand-cut
natural iron. The oak is sourced from Kent woodland, bought in as massive trunks. The 10
tonne lorry load being dexterously handled by a wizened old boy sporting a Florida swamp
fashion and soggy cheroot. Sitting atop an articulated Hiab, he can unload within just a few
minutes! (A joy to witness). The iron is reclaimed
from local industrial waste and also purchased new.
The antennae, wings and legs are all welded
together inside the thorax. Wings and legs also have
an external frame connecting them as one piece.
This means the structure is basically welded iron
with the oak body trapped in the middle.
Rain will splash surface rust onto the oak. This will
continue reacting with the tannic acid residue in the
oak, keeping it stained black.
The attached pic shows the colours whilst still in the
manufacturing process.”

**** OUR JUST GIVING PAGE ****
The Friends now have a Just Giving page online.
This was initially set up to allow the Dunorlan Park parkrun members to
contribute to the new drinking water facility (see the article on the next page)
but is now also available for anyone who would like to make a donation
towards continuing maintenance in the park and ensuring it is a peaceful
and environmentally friendly place to be.
Just click on the link below and you can add as much or as little as you
wish, anonymously if you prefer.
Your donations are always most gratefully received and can make such a
huge difference to the park and its surroundings.
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/dunorlanpark
The Friends are most grateful for everyone’s support
FREE HEALTH WALKS IN DUNORLAN PARK

These are held every Friday, regardless of the weather conditions, and everyone
meets at the café for 10am
Booking is essential at the moment as numbers are currently limited, so give 01892
554411 a call or email health@tunbridgewells.gov.uk
The walk lasts for about 40 minutes around the lake and returning to the
café - what better excuse for a mid-morning coffee!
The walks have been set up by Tunbridge Wells Borough Council’s Health and
Wellbeing Advisor and walks in Calverley Grounds and at Cranbrook are also ongoing.
Further walks around the borough are in the process of being set up.

DUNORLAN PARK BOATS ARE BACK!
This very popular attraction in our park is back for the
summer season and always brings some lovely colour to the
lake. Peter Matchett is continuing the long-standing hire of
boats from his dad Norman, and it’s always a favourite with
visitors to our beautiful park.
They are open from 10am to 5pm with the last hire-out of
the day at 4.30pm. They opened on Good Friday and were
open during the schools’ Easter holidays, then reverted to
weekends and bank holidays. After the May half-term the
plan is to open every day but that is dependent on weather
and staff available.
Julie, Peter’s wife, tells me that there is regular cleaning of
the boats and hand sanitiser is available to keep everyone
safe. Have a look on their new website for more details at
www.dunorlanparkboats.co.uk. Or follow them on Facebook.

DRINKING WATER RETURNS TO DUNORLAN PARK
(BUT NOT IN THE OLD ‘TAP’ FORM)

This new facility has been funded by a very generous donation from one of our Friends,
and top-up funds for installation costs are being raised by parkrun, and others,
in a campaign on the Friends’ Just Giving page.
It’s situated next to the Friends’ Noticeboard at the bottom of the slope leading
down from Pembury Road car park so is very accessible to everyone.
I did ask Ian in the café for his opinion on the facility and he said he was happy
that it was a welcome addition to the park and, from observations,
he’d found it was for the time being at least, mostly being used to offer
refreshment to people’s canine companions!
There used to be a tap just down from the café many years ago, but that didn’t
stop people bobbing in to ask for a glass of water or requesting their
drinking bottles be filled up!

HISTORY CORNER - Thank you to Sue Beckwith
When I was a teenager, my grandmother Barbara and Grandad Ted both had work at Dunorlan in
different ways.
Grandad as mentioned before was the park-keeper, a jovial chap always chatting to everyone, he never
judged. He used to treat the rather scary looking punk rockers that frequented the park the same as he
would treat his bank manager! They all used to like him and treat him with respect and, as I recall,
some of them even offered their respects when he passed away a few years after retiring from his job.
Nanny Manklow, as we called her, worked in Dunorlan House as a companion and cleaner to the
ownders of the house. The house I am talking about s not the big original house that Henry Reed had
built in 1862 but the modern Dunorlan House that was built on the same site.
The architecture was of its time, mainly glass and flat roofed with wooden frontage and large panoramic
windows allowing full views of the park and surrounding countryside. I am not sure if it was
commissioned by the owners that Nanny worked for, or if they bought it already built. Whatever the
case, it was a lovely home. The lady of the house was Ellerie de Mahler, who had married a Captain De
Mahler from Russia. The story was that he had fled from Russia
during the revolution and gone to Manchester. One night he went to
the theatre, there he saw a lady on the stage dancing. She was so
beautiful that he fell in love with her almost instantly. He started a
romance with her which resulted in marriage. She loves pearls so
her engagement present was a beautiful necklace of natural
graduated pearls with a white gold clasp. I still have this necklace as
Ellerie gave it to my grandmother as a gift and she handed it down
to me. All the house furnishings were from Harrods and food was
delivered by Fortnum and Mason. The house still had access to the
old wine cellar which was accessible not only from the inside but, as
I remember, through a door under the main house, steps which
incidentally are Grade 2 listed and still in existence. The cellar was
stocked to the brim with fine wines and spirits and was a virtual
Aladdin’s cave. I never got to see it but I know Ellerie always treated
Nan and Grandad to a bottle at Christmas.
Ellerie
Another thing we liked to do in the park when we were children is pretend to go fairy hunting in the
stream. I believe it is officially called the Cascade which is at the far end of the lake towards the
fountain. In the Spring there used to be tadpoles to gather, in Summer beautiful flowers grew at the
sides of the water. In Winter it was slippy and slidey which was fun especially when my brother fell in
one day. We used to love playing stepping stones over the little rocks which were in the stream and
pool at the bottom. We never did see any fairies or
gnomes but grandad said that they were shy and only
used to come out at night, which I thought was a bit
strange!
I notice from photos that, over the years, the Cascade
has not changed as I don’t think it is a part of the park
which is frequently traversed. To me it was one of the
best places. You could hide away and hear people
walking past on the path above. We spent many a
happy afternoon playing hide and seek in that area
and having picnics. You could only do this in the
Summer because then, the same as now, it tended to
get a bit muddy and mum would not have been happy if we came home covered in grass stains and
dark black mud! Mainly because in those days (early 1970s) it was either the sink and a spinner which
used to make so much noise and skip across the lino or, depending on what year it was, a twin tub
which took ages to load and manage. My poor mum, when I think back, must have dreaded us going
out playing as we were magnets for mud!

*** BRITISH BATS ***

Pipistrelle bat

Long-eared bat

In the hope that the Bat Walks will take place at the end of July and
mid-August, here are a few interesting facts about bats:
A common pipistrelle is the smallest of all British bats and can eat
3,000 midges and mosquitoes a night.
Bats can creep into gaps or under loose tiles in the roof!
Pipistrelle fly erratically, twisting and turning constantly.
Long-eared bats fly slowly, rather like a large butterfly.
Streams or large ponds are interesting to Daubenton’s bats as they skim
the surface looking for aquatic insects.

TREES RULE THE WORLD - QUITE LITERALLY!
Just as children on playground roundabouts can make them go faster or slower by drawing in
their legs to shift the centre of weight, so deciduous trees can affect the speed at which the
Earth turns!
Every Autumn, their discarded leaves end up about 90ft closer to the centre of the earth (that’s
the average difference between the treetops and the ground) and their combined weight
makes us all spin a little faster!
In Spring, the weight of new leaves growing high in
the branches (and further away from the centre of
the earth), slightly slows the world down again!!

THE WEIRD AND WONDERFUL IN OUR PARK!
What will you find???
There are many weird and wonderful insects which can be spotted in parks and
gardens. But there’s no need to be alarmed when you see one of the weirder-looking
species as they all contribute to a healthy ecosystem. For instance:
The Bee Fly looks a bit like a bee, but has a
long spike (proboscis) protruding at the
front. It’s not a stinger though, it’s just to
help the bee fly extract pollen more easily.
It’s harmless to humans as it doesn’t sting
or bite, it just mimics bees.

The Devil’s Coach Horse Beetle is
around 2.5cm long, ground-living and
could be confused with a small scorpion
because it has short wing cases and can
rear right up. It feeds on slugs, vine
weevils and other pests after dark,
moving fast and preferring to run along
the ground rather than fly. You could see
it if you lift up a stone or log, but don’t
pick it up as it has large jaws and could
nip you!
This large Willow Bark Aphid is about half a
centimetre long but doesn’t wreak havoc on more
vulnerable plants. It generally only occurs in large
numbers on willow trunks and doesn’t do much
damage to the tree. It has a sort of shark’s fin shape
on its back, but nobody knows what it’s for. They
are usually visible on the trunks of willow in Spring.

Also known as a drone fly, the Hoverfly
looks like a honeybee and is territorial. You’ll
often see the male hovering in the same
place, trying to keep a territory and look for
females. They are about 2cm long, have a
long tail and feed in stagnant water full of
organic matter.

DETAILS OF 2020 INCOME & EXPENDITURE FROM OUR TREASURER JOHN DAVIES
Income: 2020 income for the year at £6,540 was down by just under £3,000 versus 2019 (£9.518). In
2019 there was a one-off £3,000 donation towards the cost of the drinking water feature. In 2020 we
received a £1,375 donation through a Will which partly offset the £3,000, however poor weather
affecting attendance at the Fireworks in 2019 meant we did not receive our usual donation from the
Round Table. The first lockdown and subsequent move to card-only transactions reduced the income
from the selling of bird seed by £900 and the cancellation of various activities in the park resulted in a
£686 fall (Easter Egg Hunt & Raffles).
Expenditure: At £6,529 2020 expenditure of £2,798 was less than in 2019 (£9,518). £636 less was
spent on members’ events, £530 less on grain & packaging, £540 less on improvements to the park
and £1,000 less on other (volunteers and one-off cost to produce the History of Dunorlan booklet).
Net income for the year ending December 2020 was £11.21 (2019 £542.98)
taking the Friends’ overall bank balance to £13,991.02.
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